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Apologies for the late arrival of this newsletter,

but I wanted to include a report from the Joint

Management Committee meeting on 26th

February.

The meeting was an odd mixture of

disappointments, good news and a vague

sense that something big might be lurking in

the wings.

It was disappointing, but not very

surprising, to hear that the work

to complete the repair of the

Dogmersfield slip would not take

place until next winter. Work on a

couple of culverts and Swan

cutting will be similarly delayed.

However, 3 sets of lock gates are

being fitted, the telemetry system

is going in, repairs to the wing

walls of Locks, 10, 20, 22, 23 and

26 are starting and it is all due to

be complete by Easter.

A good bit of financial news was

that they have persuaded Surrey

County Council’s Estates

Department to hand over the £90,000 annual

income from the houseboats to the BCA, albeit

after deducting a £30,000 management fee.

This is something that the Canal Society has

been lobbying for for some years and is fully

justified by the amount of effort that the BCA

has to put in to deal with the boat owners’

needs. The only slightly sour note is that this

new income only compensates for the County

taking the income from the fibre optic cable

and the Canal Centre café away from the

BCA’s budget about a year ago.

The big unknown is the outcome of the study

that has been done by JBA Consulting on the

possibilities for the future of the canal, and

where this will lead. The study started with an

assessment of the canal’s economic, social and

environmental value and we understand that

local residents were found to value it very

highly. At the moment we do not know what

the options are that are being considered for

the future, although it is not hard to guess.

Assuming that the Counties are not

contempating filling the canal in, which seems

unlikely given the amount of money they are

spending on it, the big choice is whether to

retain ownership of it or pass it to another body.

If they are happy to remain owners, the actual

management could be passed to another body,

such as a Trust, either existing or new; whether

this would save them any money seems a bit

unlikely. If they want to get rid of it, the only

realistic possibility would seem to be give it

to the Canal & River Trust with a significant

endowment to pay for future maintenance. This

would be a large sum of money, but it might

well be the cheapest option for the Counties if

they are able to look at things in the long term.

Whatever happens, it is certain that the Canal

Society will need to remain strong and active

in order to help secure the best future for the

canal and to continue to provide volunteer

support.

These are exciting times, so the appeal for more

help from members on page 20 really is

important. Please give it some thought and

please come to the AGM in May to find out

the latest on what is happening.
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Chairman’s report

It is now 25 years since Stan Meller wrote his

excellent booklet ‘The Promise of the Western

End’ advocating the restoration of the

Basingstoke Canal west of the tunnel and as far

as Penney Bridge in Up Nately. At the time, the

canal was on the brink of re-opening as far as

Greywell Tunnel and other successful

restorations were coming to fruition including,

most notably, the Kennet & Avon. These were

followed by several major re-openings

including the Huddersfield and the Rochdale

Canals and even the establishment of a new

canal in the shape of the Ribble Link.

The constitution of the Society includes in its

main objects “the restoration to good order and

condition …. of the Basingstoke Canal”. It is

clear that the original founders of the Society

envisaged that the whole canal would be

restored as far as its original terminus in

Basingstoke Town Centre (ironically now on

the site of the bus station). However, the

construction of the M3 motorway in the early

1970s effectively precluded the restoration of

the “Last 5 Miles” as it has become known

(although its actually at least 6 miles).

Bearing these historical facts in mind, it is

perhaps an appropriate time to consider what,

if anything, the Society can do to protect and

preserve the remaining sections of the canal

west of Greywell in the hope that those that

come after us will, one day, be able to restore

the line into Basingstoke.

In any consideration of this question, the

starting point is a suggestion made some years

ago by the Basingstoke Heritage Society that

as much as possible of the course of the canal

should become a public footpath. Surprisingly,

large sections of the route of the towpath remain

in place although some lengths are on private

land.

Adopting this idea, the Society has been working

behind the scenes with Basingstoke & Deane

Borough Council and Hampshire County

Council to promote the Last 5 Miles path. Our

efforts have been focused on the inclusion of

the footpath in the Borough Council’s plans

and an important milestone was reached last

year when the route of the footpath was included

in Basingstoke’s Green Infrastructure Strategy.

We have also been working with the Councils

on the identification of sections of the towpath

which could be restored and used without

running into land ownership issues.

The preservation of the remaining

accommodation bridges is also an important

objective and we have been pressing, for many

years, for the interesting bridge known as Little

Tunnel to be restored. Other initiatives have

included the creation of the Canal Exhibition at

Milestones Museum in Basingstoke (the subject

of a report elsewhere in this issue) which tells

the story of the canal in Basingstoke, and our

participation in the neighbourhood planning

processes which are currently underway.

Although the reconnection of Basingstoke to

the canal network will remain a pipedream for

the foreseeable future, I think we owe it to Stan

Meller and to all our other predecessors who

have worked on the Last 5 miles Project to

ensure that Basingstoke’s important canal

heritage is not forgotten.

Philip Riley
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  Work party

The Canal Society’s work party has had a busy

winter. Having finally disposed of the fallen

trees at Dogmersfield and sold most of the

resulting logs (contact Duncan Paine if you

would like some - 01252 614125), they have

turned their attention to some spring cleaning.

The eastern portal of the Greywell tunnel had

become almost completely overgrown with ivy

and brambles and the banks on the approach

to the tunnel were also very overgrown. At the

BCA’s request, the work party took both the

Society’s work boats down to the tunnel

entrance and used them as work platforms to

remove the vegetation (see Cover). The fence

has also been replaced and extended and the

banks cleared back to the remains of the old

Lock 30.

(Thanks to Duncan Paine for photos)

The work party has also been doing bank

clearance work in the Odiham area and WRG’s

BITM (“Bit In THe Middle”) group spent a

weekend recently cutting back overhanging

rhododenrdons near the Dogmersfield slip.

Thanks go to Mr Revelle, the landowner, for

his consent to this work.

Before After

At Ash Lock, work has begun on refurbishing

the BCA’s little patrol boat which has been

lurking in the shelter of the entrance to

Greywell tunnel for some years. Despite this

shelter, it became clear as bits were removed,

that the condition of the boat was considerably

worse than expected. It will be interesting to

see how much of the original boat remains

when the job is finished.

Future plans for work include

• Improvements at the Colt Hill car park

• Tidying up the Redway Cottages depot,

and refurbishment of the tug



Basingstoke Canal News Spring 2015 page 5

• Breaking up of lock gates at the Deepcut

depot

• Complete the works around Lock 28

started by WRG (eg Wilderness weir)

• Clearance of rhododendrons downstream

of Canal Centre

• Refurbishment of the workboat Fly II

• Landing stages at Farnborough Road/

Runway’s End

• Contribution to Ash Wharf

redevelopment

• Resume hydrocotyle removal in Woking

  Work party

Colt Hill mooring

What a transformation to the canal frontage at

the Colt Hill barn! The Work Party have

completed the makeover with a

commemorative stone, courtesy of Janet

Buckley, and an interesting mooring bollard

that appears to have been done by an All Black

supporter.

A great credit to all concerned!

The tug needs to have its gearbox refitted to

get it working again. Fly II needs to have its

stern modified to take an outboard motor. If it

is feasible, the cabin will also be modified to

flatten the roof to provide a safer work

platform.

Spot dredging is also a possibility if BCA plans

to get a contractor to do a depth survey come

to fruition this year and highlight where it’s

most needed.
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What’s going on

v Repairs to the narrow bit of the canal west

of Swan Bridge in North Warnborough

will not take place until the autumn, but

Atkins have produced a report listing a

number of options and the towpath will

be made safe before the Magna Carta

celebrations at the castle in May.

v The repairs done by the Society to the

towpath at Frimley Lodge Park are to be

extended to the Canal Centre by

contractors. Sheet steel piling will be

used opposite the Centre and soft pank

protection for the rest.

v A contractor will undertake a depth survey

of the canal this year in order to identify

the parts most in need of dredging.

v The Basingstoke Canal is not the only one

with conflicts betwen cyclists and other

towpath users. As a result of problems on

the Regent’s Canal in London, the Canal

& River Trust have launched a “Share the

Space, Drop your pace” initiative. The

CRT has agreed to share this with the

BCA and it will be rolled out in Woking in

May (below).

v The car park at Colt Hill is to be repaired

in time for the Magna Carta weekend.

Vegetation is being cut back and 20 tons

of road stone has been delivered to site.

v The telemetry project is on course to start

operation in April. 2 new weirs are being

constructed to house some of the sensors.

v Consultants Mott MacDonald have been

engaged to look at future options for the

use of Mytchett Lake. These could include

a new marina or use as a reservoir for the

canal.

v Plans for re-development of the Canal

Centre are proceeding rather slowly. The

architects’ estimates showed a large

increase in cost over an already large

figure and they have been asked to try

again.

v Alternatives to puddling to stop leaks in

the Ash Embankment are being

considered, as the Counties lack the

narrow gauge railway that the Canal

Society used to avoid damage to the banks

when transporting the clay.
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on the Canal

v Tree felling has been taking place at

Rushmoor Flash, funded in part by Natural

England, in order to increase light reaching

the canal and improve the condition of the

SSSI.

v The BCA’s Santa cruises before Christmas

brought in nearly £20,000.

v The  BCA’s Tuesday work parties continue

to flourish, with bank clearance work and

fence building done at several sites. A tree

management workshop was run in

November by Ranger Jon Green and

attended by 28 volunteers. A very nice

thought was the volunteers’ Christmas

lunch that the BCA paid for at the Canal

Centre café (below).

v Ranger Alex Foy has left and has been

replaced by Steve Bennett, who had been

covering Sara Green’s maternity leave.

Sara is also back “fixing eveything”

according to the BCA report to the JMC.

v 100 people were involved in 4 volunteer

days at Aldershot cutting back vegetation

along the towpath from Ash Lock back

towards the town. Money from the

Aldershot Urban Extension project will

pay for the towpath to be resurfaced.

v The canal has again been used for film

making. A “fantasy alien spectacular” –

Spaceship “tells the story of a small town

hinterland where teenagers search for

themselves in a space between fantasy

and reality”.

v The Environment Agency has renewed

the water abstraction licence for both the

back-pumping schemes for a further 12

years, including the additional volume at

Woodham requested in 2012, and has

said that there is a presumption of renewal

beyond this.

v The  old crane at Monument Bridge seems

to have become a piece of modern art!

Thanks to Nigel Searle for the photo.
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Dogmersfield slip

Thanks for this photo of the Dogmersfield slip

to an anonymous RAF man, who, I suspect,

poked his mobile phone out of the window of

his Chinook as it passed over.

It shows some of the work that has been done

by the landowner’s contractor to reprofile the

banks. It also shows that, bad as the damage

to the towpath was, the greater part of the

slippage is on the offside bank.

For some reason HCC considered that

planning consent was needed for the piling

work that they needed to do to stabilise the

whole of the slopes. This has in turn been

delayed by the HCC Ecological Officer who

felt that it was necessary to check that there

would be no disturbance to great crested newts

or dormice (presumably any that hadn’t been

eliminated two years ago when thousands of

tons of earth slipped).

Given that the work already had Natural

England’s consent, it is tempting to imagine a

cross between Gussy Fink-Nottle and the Mad

Hatter at work. The disappointing result,

though, is that the work will not be done this

winter.

However, it was stated at the JMC that the

towpath would be reopened by Easter to allow

walkers and cyclists again to use what is a very

popular route that forms part of a circular walk

passing through the grounds of the Four

Seasons Hotel. Let’s hope that the channel

remains navigable until the autumn.
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Aqueduct inspection

Inspection of the aqueduct that

carries the canal over the A331

Blackwater Valley Road took

place, as scheduled, in February.

After several days of pumping

and hosing down to get rid of

several tons of silt, the bottom of

the channel was revealed (see

back cover). Also revealed were

a 5m long steel ladder and the

inevitable traffic cone and

supermarket trolley. The latter

served as a useful strainer for the pump inlet

pipe. (Above right)

Engineers inspected the steel cables that run

across inside the aqueduct. Concrete is very

strong in compression, but not very good in

tension, so these cables effectively carry the

tensile loads in the lower part of the aqueduct

to stop it sagging in the middle under the

weight of water.

All appears to have been found well and the

aqueduct was refilled.

Two things struck us as a bit odd

about the aqueduct design.

Firstly, there is a weir on the

embankment just east of the

aqueduct, that discharges into the

Blackwater River below and it

looks as if would not have been

too difficult to have built a

spillway into approach to the

aqueduct to allow it to drain down

the same way, rather than having

to be pumped out.

We were also puzzled by the design of the gates

that are wound up from the bed of the canal to

seal off the aqueduct. These are presumably

intended to allow the aqueduct to be sealed

off quickly in the event that it developed a leak,

but the gates, as installed, would have to be

pulled up against the flow (Below). Such gates

elsewhere on the canal were designed so that

the flow of water would lift them from the

bottom and automatically stop the flow.

Perhaps we are missing something?
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Milestones display opening

Although we installed our display about the

canal at Basingstoke’s Milestones Museum

last year, it had never been formally opened.

This was done at the beginning of February

by one of our Vice-Presidents, Maria Miller

MP, seen above with our Chairman, Philip

Riley.

Philip said in his introductory address “This

is the story of the Basingstoke Canal and its

importance to Basingstoke – and it is very

important to Basingstoke. The arrival of the

canal in the town marked a step change in the

transport infrastructure in this area.”

Mrs Miller spoke of the current value of the

canal to the area and the contribution of the

volunteers.

The guests included Councillor Keith

Chapman, Executive Member for Culture,

Recreation and Countryside at Hampshire

County Council, the Mayor of Basingstoke,

Cllr Roger Gardiner and Ranil Jayawardena,

Conservative prospective parliamentary

candidate for North East Hampshire.

The only thing left to do now is to move the

dispay to a more permanent position in the

museum, as the current area is used for

temporary displays and is about to be taken

over by dynosaurs!

We are also investigating the possibility of

adding more artifacts, such as the barge rudder

currently sitting in the barn at Ash Lock, or

even the old weed cutter.
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CRT Photo Archive

The website of the Canal and River Trust has a very interesting collection  of historic photos of

the country’s waterways, including the Basingstoke Canal.

The Arthur Watts collection dating from 1952 is particularly fascinating as it includes the

Basingstoke, and can be found at http://collections.canalrivertrust.org.uk/bw200.1.7

Two of the photos are rather

baffling. They show what looks

horribly like an outside privy in

the middle of the canal just east

of Swan Bridge at North

Warnborough!

I find it hard to believe that this

was the actual purpose of the

construction, but can anybody

throw any light on its true

purpose?

There clearly wasn’t much traffic

on the canal at this time, but I’m

surprised that Mrs Marshall

allowed something like this to obstruct the navigation unless it had some canal-related purpose.
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Events
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The meetings will be held at the usual venue at

The Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground,

Station Road, Chobham, near Woking, GU24

8AZ (See map for exact location).

 

Meetings will commence at 8pm on the third

Wednesday of the month. Raffle and retiring

collection. Coffee/tea and biscuits will be

available during the  interval. Non members

and friends are very welcome. Further

information from David Millett on 01252

617364 or email: d.millett7@ntlworld. com

 

18th March. Jon Wills

‘The History and Restoration of the famous

Crofton Beam Engines’

 Jon will describe the  facinating history of the

Crofton Beam Engines on the Kennet and

Avon Canal at Great Bedwyn and all the work

that has gone on over the years to restore them

to their current gleaming operating condition

which attracts an increasing number of visitors

to the various open days thorughout the

summer.

CHOBHAM SOCIAL MEETINGS

22nd April. Please note change of date!

Clive and Jill Field

‘Narrow Boats to Norway’

Clive and Jill will give us an illustrated talk

about the exploits of four narrow boats and

their crews who ventured to Tilbury Docks

under their own power before being taken to

Sweden on a cross North Sea ferry where they

explored the scenic Gota Canal and the

connecting lakes. They will tell us of their

experiences whilst taking in the Scandinavian

waterways scenery and getting to know a

country very different from England.

Mikron Theatre

The annual visit of the Mikron Theatre

Company will be on Thursday 16th.July at the

Fox and Hounds, Crookham Road, Fleet at

7.30pm.

This year’s show willl be ‘ONE OF EACH’ - A

Savoury Tale of Fish and Chips.

Sir Caspian Delamere is man on a mission, to

find the finest Fish and Chips in Britain. He’s

narrowed it down to two seaside vendors -

finalists for his GOLDEN FISH-FORK award.

Full details in the summer edition of the BC

News.

Events
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John Pinkerton

The 2014 season proved to be extremely

successful for John Pinkerton Canal Cruises,

and the Boat Company would again like to

thank all members of the crew, and helpers, for

their volunteering efforts, especially as it

involved running two boats for a short time.

Final figures will of course be shown in the

annual accounts, but interim figures look

excellent.

The Annual General Meeting of the Boat

Companies will take place on Friday 13th March

2015, at The Canal Centre, Mytchett starting at

7.30pm. Anyone with an interest in learning

more about the JP operation is welcome to

come along. The agenda is as follows:

1. Apologies for Absence

2. To approve the minutes of the 35th
AGM of S&HCC Ltd

3. To approve the minutes of the 1st AGM
of JPCC Ltd

4. Matters Arising

5. Directors’ Report

6. Presentation of Accounts

7. Composition of the JP Boat Co’s Direc-
tors and Committee

8. Any other notified business

Tea, Coffee, Nibbles available, followed by:

• Presentation: Improvements funded by
BCS during 2014 (Martin Leech)

• Summary of Winter Maintenance

• Crew Training

• Discussion

At the start of a new season, all current JP crew

have been invited to attend the refresher training

session, so if you missed this information, or

you would like to volunteer to crew on the JP,

please let us know. We are also seeking

volunteers to help on the administration side in

a number of ways:-

1) to place advertising posters in your local

area at suitable public places, at intervals

throughout the season,

2) to help organise and host the popular

theme trips,

3) to act as relief booking manager during

holiday times. (Phone and email

desirable)

John Wharf, our Maintenance Manager, has

been providing maintenance cover during the

season, and organising the winter maintenance

schedule, for the JP for many years, so we were

sorry to learn that he wished to step down.

Although more work was required on JP1 as

she aged, JPII is now in the position that most

of the snag rectification has been completed,

so should only require routine work. This is an

important role to ensure the boat is available to

operate for all booked charters, and we seek an

experienced person to undertake this. If you

have supervisory or practical experience

through your current or previous day-job, and

would be prepared to offer your services, or

just help, please let us know.

For more details on any of these positions,

contact the Boat Chairman, Dick King.

Peter Wright, the immediate past boat company

Chairman, recently moved house further away,

and thus felt unable to continue on the

committee. He has served for about 30 years in

various capacities, and whilst Chairman, was
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Report   by Dick King

responsible for the initial negotiations with the

Maritime & Coastguard Agency when they

introduced a stricter training and monitoring

regime for all passenger boats, forcing JP to

comply.

We were sorry to see Peter and John leave the

committee; our grateful thanks go to them for

all their hard work, and we wish them well.

Both intend to continue to crew. David

Horwood replaces Peter Wright as director.

We look forward to another good season; 2015

brochures are now available, and more detailed

information is available on the JP website.

The JP’s initial sign-writing still had to be

supplemented by additional artwork, and

Society member John Ross has been working

hard on a number of panels. The first to be

completed, in time for the Magna Carta

celebrations, depicts St Johns Castle in

traditional waterway form, including a moat

(yes – there was one) and a bridge (no – that’s

artistic licence). The photo shows John

proudly displaying this where it will be fixed

on the port side. Unlike the other artwork,

these panels will be removable during the

winter to protect them against frost damage.

Further panels will be added on the galley

hatch and main entrance doors, both of which

were originally backed using ‘chipboard’

material, and deteriorated from water

penetration.

A further crew ‘bone of contention’ has been

eliminated, as now all the tables fit snugly at a

uniform height. You may also find the

gangplank has shed a little weight. Thanks for

both go to John Abbot!

As I write this, Beta Marine have just emailed

that they are shipping today the ordered Travel

Power (230Vac) generator, which we hope to

have fitted ready for the new season.

Society members are entitled to take a FREE

evening cruise (pre-booked to ensure

availability) from Colt Hill Wharf, Odiham,

and we particularly welcome new members to

join us on the Basingstoke Canal. These are

scheduled for Mondays once a month, starting

at 7.30pm, and the dates this season are:-

20th April,11th May, 1st June, 6th July,

3rd August, 7th September, 5th October

Hope to see some of you on the boat!

Dick

WANTED!

Do you have any china tea-cups / saucers or

sets that are not being used, and could donate

for use on JP for our special theme Tea Cruises?

Please contact Graham Nicholson

01252 343137  jan3046@yahoo.co.uk
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LOOKBACK

From Society Newsletters No. 120 March 1985 and No. 121 May 1985

• Eight years of Manpower Commission

Schemes, sponsored by the Society on the

canal, come to an end at the end of March.

The schemes started with a Job Creation

Programme and was followed by a Work

Experience Scheme, Short Term

Employment Programme, Youth

Opportunities Programme and finally by a

Youth Training Scheme. Funds provided

totalled £750,000 over the period. Thanks

to these schemes (and the support of SCC in

providing technical back-up and materials),

not to mention volunteers, the Deepcut locks

- once said  to be an impossible task - have

been restored. The various schemes were

led by Frank Jones.

• At the end of 1983 a group of members,

led by Stan Meller, successfully removed

the remains of a steam engine and boiler

foundation from a derelict narrow boat,

believed to be 130 years old, lying in

Brickworks Arm, Up Nateley. The remains

of NB ‘Seagull’ created considerable interest

among canal boat historians since little is

known about early narrow boat design.

Below: Stan Meller (left) watching as the team

lift the bottom part of the engine. The engine

now resides in the Waterway Museum at

Gloucester. (Photo by Dieter Jebens)



Basingstoke Canal News Spring 2015 page 17

by David Millett, VP

• Following a year of mixed fortunes, the

Society’s leased holiday narrow boat

‘Return’ based on the River Wey Navigation,

was sold at the end of 1984. The first season

in 1983 was very successful and produced

an operating profit of £1,668, but last year

only £421. Thanks are due to Mike Borrow,

who leased the boat to us, and to our

volunteers who helped run the operation

under the leadership of Chris Brazier.

• A new book ‘Basingstoke Canal

Restoration’ is being published by the

Society on the 8th May, the first major

publication to be associated with the Society

since ‘Basingstoke Canal: the Case for

Restoration’ published in 1968. The new

book, authored by Dieter Jebens and David

Robinson, chronicles the campaign for

public ownership and restoration and

illustrates the tremendous progress already

made towards reopening the navigation.

• The Kent and Sussex Canal Restoration

Group provide an AVERAGE of 35 people

per weekend that they work on the canal. A

great achievement and grateful thanks are

due to Ken Parish their enthusiastic leader.

• Following 1984’s successful event held

at Ash Lock, there is to be another Small

Boat Rally at the same location in June. It

will be a social event for members (with or

without boats) to come together. The ‘John

Pinkerton’ will be running trips and in the

evening there will be a bar and barbeque for

boat crews and society members. It is a

publicity event to attract the public to this

centre section  of the canal.

• The temperature was well below freezing

when Martin Smith, one of the Society’s

full-time work team, was out early one

morning last winter on the Deepcut flight of

locks. As he passed Lock 18, he heard the

distressed calls of a cat. There, on the top

beam of one of the gates, he saw the cat

seemingly unable to move. It was in fact

stuck - literally. It was frozen to the gate by

its tail! After some time being spent thawing

the tail with the warmth of his hand he was

able to free the distraught creature and

return it to its owner in Pirbright Camp.

• The Society has been awarded a prize of

£250 worth of paint under the ICI Dulux

Community Projects Competition to help

charities work on various projects. Society

member Margurite Redway spotted  the

Dulux advertisement in the local paper and

a detailed application was submitted on our

restoration scheme for the St. Johns flight

of locks. The paint was used on the lock

bollards, balance beam ends and bridge

rails. The prize giving took place in the

Skinners Hall, a 16th century guildhall in the

city of London.

• The Lift-Bridge at North Warnborough is

to be replaced by a bascule type lift bridge

similar to those found on the Oxford Canal.

HCC have drawn up a design which could

be installed either later this year or early in

1986, subject to the necessary finance being

raised.
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Letters

Dear Editor,

I would like to thank David Millett, Freddie

and Peter Dawson, through the Canal News,

who were kind enough to help me with

replacing the plaque on the memorial bench

at the Ash aqueduct.

This was for my father Bert Scammell and I

wanted it to include my mum Betty who

sadly passed away in August 2014.

It was a nice surprise for me to see it fitted,

when I went for a walk in beautiful sunshine

on Christmas Day (something my mum and I

did) and to see and reflect on past times

involved with working groups on the canal

with enjoyment for many years.

Also I was pleased to see the tribute to Mum

on the No 244 Winter Canal News.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Scammell

Dear Roger,

I was in Amsterdam earlier this month and

we went to a wonderful Houseboat Museum

based in the “Hendrika Maria” a former

freighter from 1914, on Prinsengracht near

the Anne Frank House.  Entry was very

cheap and they have some great artefacts and

stories of the houseboats found all over the

city.  There is also a walking tour which you

can purchase a guide for, taking you around

some of the more interesting boats.  I’d

recommend it to any members visiting

Amsterdam.

http://www.houseboatmuseum.nl/engels/

index.html

Best wishes,

Dr Jason Holdcroft

Boats of the Basingstoke Canal

Tony Harmsworth’s  book, based on a series of articles

written for the newsletter back in 1969, has just been

updated and republished. It details his grandfather’s boat

building and carrying business and gives details of the

boats that operated commercially on the canal. An

addendum also gives details of the boats that have operated

on the canal since its restoration started. The booklet has

photos of many of the historic boats.

36 pages including 4 pages of colour photos.

Price £3 inc. p&p from Denise Smith
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Legacies

The Canal Society has benefitted greatly in

recent years from the generosity of its

members and friends who have left it legacies.

They have helped us to buy the new trip boat

John Pinkerton II, the Alan Flight work boat

and the Colt Hill barn.

If you would like to think of doing this, it is

CODICIL

I (full name).............................................

of (full address).......................................

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

declare this to be the (1st/2nd/3rd/other)

codicil to my will dated............................

I give, free of Inheritance Tax, the sum

of £...................... to

The Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society,

Targa Studio 2,

First Floor,127 Lynchford Road,

Farnborough, Hants GU14 6ET

(Registered Charity Number 273085),

absolutely for its general charitable

purposes.

In all other respects I confirm my said

will.

Testator’s signature:

................................................................

Date........................................................

Signed in the presence of:

First witness

Signature

.................................................................

Full name

.................................................................
Address

..................................................................

.................................................................

Occupation

.................................................................

Second Witness

Signature

..................................................................

Full name

.................................................................

Address

...................................................................

.................................................................

Occupation

.................................................................

_________________________________

Note: The witnesses may not be

• Your executor

• Your executor’s spouse

• A beneficiary of your will

very simple. All that is needed is a form of

words like that shown below; you don’t need

to change your will.

It needs to be signed and dated in the presence

of two independent witnesses, just the same

as a will. Keep the codicil with your will, but

do not attach it to it as this invalidates the will.
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As the Canal Society’s Annual General

Meeting approaches (see page opposite), it

seems like a good time to appeal for help to

run the Society and its activities.

We have pretty good support for the practical

side of actually doing things, but what we are

seriously short of is people to take on the

management of the various activities. There

are in fact lots of things that we could be doing

if only people would come forward to run

them. There is only so much that people like

Philip Riley and Martin Leech can do! It is

also dangerous to have too much being done

by only a few people because it leaves too big

a hole when someone goes.

The biggest concentration of volunteer effort

is involved with running the John Pinkerton

and, according to Dick King, the crewing

situation is pretty healthy. However, he is

appealing for help with other aspects (see page

14), particularly on the maintenance side

where a replacement for John Wharf as

Maintenance Manager is needed.

Martin Leech could probably do with more

help running the Work Party. A lot of liaison

has to be done usually before any work starts

and materials and plant have to be ordered.

Verna Smith stepped down as Events

Organiser last year and we are still looking

for a replacement. Next year we will be

looking to celebrate the Society’s 50th

Birthday, so we will need to be starting to

organise things quite soon.

There are developments proposed in many

places next to the canal - Sheerwater,

Brookwood, Deepcut, Winchfield and Odiham

HELP!

come to mind. Some of these could have a

major impact on the canal, both negative and,

potentially, positive, so we really do need

someone with knowledge of planning

processes in local government to monitor these

and make comments on behalf of the Society.

David Millett does a great job of organising

the monthly winter season talks at Chobham,

but we don’t do much else socially. Perhaps

the older members of the Society have seen

enough of each other, but it would be nice to

have the odd fixture during the summer at

which newer members could get to feel part

of the Society. Again, we need an organiser.

I have been editing this newsletter since 1998

and as I have just passed my 73rd birthday, I

think it would be a sensible idea to get

someone else involved with a view to taking

over in the not too distant future. The job is

significantly easier now that the whole thing

is printed in colour, so no need to try to fit the

articles with pretty pictures onto the colour

pages. Digital photography and the internet

also make life much easier.

The Canal Society’s Committee also still has

the vacancy left by Kathryn Dodington’s

departure for Stoke Bruerne two years ago.

Please give some thought to lending a hand

with these jobs, or any other things you think

we ought to be doing. Many hands make light

work, as they say, and easing the strain makes

life much easier and more fun all round.

And, yes, it may be serious stuff, but we do

have fun and a lot of job satisfaction. Contact

one of the Committee members listed on page

23 and give it a try!
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Canal Society AGM
NOTICE is hereby given that the Thirty

Eighth Annual General Meeting of the

Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society will be

held on Saturday 16th May 2015 in the

Deepcut Village Centre, Swordsman’s

Road, Deepcut GU16 6TB, commencing at

2 p.m.

The formal Agenda for the meeting is as

follows:-

1. To hear apologies for absence.

2. To confirm the minutes of the Thirty

Seventh AGM held on 17th May 2014.

3. To approve the Annual Accounts for the

year ending 31st December 2014.

4. To appoint the Independent Accountants.

5. To elect or confirm the appointment of the

members of the Board of Directors

(Executive Committee).

6. To transact any other business relative to

the Annual General Meeting of the Society.

By order of the Board of Directors

Freda Dawson, Honorary Secretary

17th February 2015

Following the formal business of the AGM

there will be reports from the Chairmen of the

Canal Society and Boat Company, presentation

of the Robin Higgs Award and a talk by Fiona

Shippe, BCA Canal Manager.

 AGM Notes:

a) This Notice is issued from the Honorary

Secretary’s address at Targa Studio 2, First

Floor,127 Lynchford Road, Farnborough,

Hants GU14 6ET.

b) Every member of the Society who is entitled

to vote at a General Meeting is entitled to

appoint a proxy, who need not be a

member, to attend and vote in his/her stead.

Forms of Proxy can be obtained from the

Honorary Secretary.

c) Only paid-up members are entitled to

attend and vote at the meeting.

d) Copies of the Accounts can be obtained

from the Honorary Secretary prior to the

AGM upon receipt of an SAE. In

accordance with normal practice the

Accounts, when approved, will be

published in summary in the Basingstoke

Canal News.

e) Nomination forms for the election of the

Board of Directors can be obtained from

the Honorary Secretary.

AGM Venue

The Deepcut Village Centre is again the

venue for our AGM. It is not hard to find and

there will be signs off the main Deepcut Bridge

Road.

Turn off onto Newfoundland Road, follow this

round, turn left when you come to Cyprus

Road and then immediately left into Crimea

Road. The hall and ample parking is on the

right.



Basingstoke Canal News Spring 2015page 22

BCS Membership

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY REPORT

May I please remind all our members that the

annual subscriptions are due on 1st March.  All

those of you who pay by cash or cheque will

receive a reminder with a form to return to me

with your payment.  It would be much

appreciated if you could pay your subscriptions

as promptly as possible to save the expense of

having to send out reminders.  If you pay your

subs by bankers order, please would you ensure

that you are paying at least the appropriate

amounts as shown below:

Adult £10, Family £12, Senior £5, Senior (pair)

£7, Group £15

Thank you for your cooperation.

A warm welcome to the following members

who have joined us in the last few months:

Galleon Marine LLP of Odiham

Gillian Sichau of Frimley

David Collins of Odiham

Jackie Giles of Greywell

Rita Barnish of Bedford

Alan Gaukroger of Pembury

Peter Westaway of London

Michael Lind of Havant

R & DM Kay of Old Basing

Doreen Hornsey

Membership Secretary

E-Mail: Membership@basingstoke-

canal.org.uk

PAINTING FOR SALE

Do we have any fans of the late Arthur English,

who would like to own an original oil painting

of the canal by him?

Arthur, the original Cockney “Flash Harry”

character, was perhaps best known in his later

years for his role as the disrespectful Mr

Harman in the BBC’s Are you being served?.

He lived locally for many years.

The painting was acquired by Jim Allen,

Chairman of the Byfleet Heritage Society, who

says he will consider any reasonable offers (it

apparently sold originally at auction for £50).

It is on canvas but unframed.

Please contact Jim direct at

                         jimboallen46@yahoo.co.uk.



Basingstoke Canal News Spring 2015 page 23

BCS information

The Bulletin is now up to

Issue 24.

If you want to keep up

with the latest news

about the canal, please

send your e-mail address

to

membership@basingstoke-canal.org.uk

To join the Society, please contact the

Membership Secretary, Mrs Doreen

Hornsey, whose contact details are below.

The annual subscription is Adults £10,

Junior £3, OAP £5, Family £12, 2 OAP

£7, and Group £15, payable on March 1st

each year.

Date for next copy 30th April 2015

Published by the Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society Ltd., a non-profit distributing company limited by guarantee, registered as a Charity.

The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Society. Executive members of the Committee are shown in bold type and Directors of the

Society  have an asterisk (*) after their name.

Editorial Team:    Editor: Roger Cansdale* 29 Knoill Road, Fleet, Hants GU51 4PT

   01252-678608

                                                                                      e-mail:  roger.cansdale@ntlworld.com

Presidents: Tim & Elizabeth Dodwell
Chairman: Philip Riley*            The officers of the Canal Society may be

Vice-Chairman: Martin Leech*           contacted by e-mail via the Society’s

Hon. Secretary: Gareth Jones*           website at

Hon. Treasurer: Guy Faller*                www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/directory.htm

          or by telephone on 0796-4357442

Membership Secretary: Doreen Hornsey

Working Party Information: Janet Buckley

Trip Boat Manager: Dick King*

Trip Boat Bookings: David Horwood

Events Organiser: Vacant

Sales Manager  &

Mail Order Sales: Denise Smith

Exhibitions Manager: John Ross

Website Manager: Craig Shanks

Press Officer: Roger Cansdale*

External Talks Organiser: Roger Cansdale*

Lengthman Organiser: Mike Gordon*

200 Club organiser Jim Johnstone

Archivist Rev David Tonkinson

VP & Chobham talks: David Millett

Director Verna Smith*

Director            Kevin Redway*

Director            Freddie Dawson*

Director            Jeff Hill*

Director            John Wall*

Director            Stuart Black*

General Canal Society contact number: 0796-4357442

Basingstoke Canal Authority            Canal Centre, Mytchett Place Road, Mytchett, Surrey GU16 6DD         01252-370073

Canal Society Internet Website: www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk

Canal Authority Internet Website: www.basingstoke-canal.co.uk



Basingstoke Canal News Spring 2015page 24
Printed by

A3 Design, Farnham

Aqueduct drained for inspection


