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Basingstoke Back To Full Navigation! Learn about the Canal by clicking these links 

How pleasing it is to see the Basingstoke Canal return 

to full navigation over the last weeks. Since the Easter 

Cruise, which celebrated the reopening of the Deepcut 

flight (as reported in the last bulletin), getting on for 

60 boats have visited the Canal and have experienced 

how attractive this waterway is. The stretch next to the 

landslip at Dogmersfield was fortunately reopened to 

boats at the end of June (see page 3, below).  

 Join the Society           ●  Contact the Society 
 Become Involved  
 The Basingstoke Canal Society Website 
 Sign up to receive future bulletins (if this one was 

forwarded/downloaded):  Members   Non-members 
 Read previous Basingstoke Canal Bulletins 
 Read the Basingstoke Canal News (BCN)  
 John Pinkerton cruising on the Basingstoke Canal  
 The Basingstoke Canal Picture Gallery 
 The History and Restoration of the Basingstoke 
 Basingstoke Canal Wiki Page 
 Basingstoke Canal Authority (BCA) Website 
 Joint Management Committee (JMC) Papers 
 Map of the Basingstoke Canal 
 John Pinkerton on Facebook 

 BCA Visitor Centre on Facebook 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 New Society and John Pinkerton Canal Cruises Websites Launched 
We are pleased to announce that the new websites for 

the Society and John Pinkerton Canal Cruises are 

now live, at last. They have taken rather longer than 

expected to complete (and account of the recent lack 

of Bulletins), however we are pleased with the 

outcome. We invite you to take a look and get back 

with any comments you may have – brief 

introductions to these sites including how to provide 

feedback can be found here and here. We would 

particularly like to hear about the types of article you 

would like to appear on these sites. Contributions, 

along with photos, would of course be very welcome.  

The availability of these websites represents a 

completion of a two-year project to rebrand the 

Society and smarten up our image, which has also 

included a change of Society name. Admittedly, this 

has not gone down well with everybody, but we hope 

it is generally recognised that the result is an 

improvement. Thanks go to Lawrence and Beavan 

for providing the website design and graphics and to 

Craig Shanks our webmaster for researching and 

building the technical infrastructure. 

Some experimentation will now go on with future 

issues of the Bulletin to find a suitable balance with 

where content will be held. It is likely that Bulletins 

will be shorter, and will refer to more articles held on 

the websites. 
 

http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/bulletin/Basingstoke%20Canal%20Bulletin%20No.%2018.pdf
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=65
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=21
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=20
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=20
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/
mailto:membership@basingstoke-canal.org.uk?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20Bulletin%20distribution%20list&Body=My%20name%20is:
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=59
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=59
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=59
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=58
http://www.johnpinkerton.co.uk/
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=93
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=43
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basingstoke_Canal
http://www.basingstoke-canal.co.uk/
http://mycouncil.surreycc.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=204&Year=0
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/bcs/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Canal-Map2.jpg
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/bcs/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Canal-Map2.jpg
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Surrey-Hampshire-Canal-Cruises/168870133155896
http://www.facebook.com/basingstokecanal
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/
http://www.johnpinkerton.co.uk/
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?p=1077
http://www.johnpinkerton.co.uk/?p=927
http://landb.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Surrey-Hampshire-Canal-Cruises/168870133155896
http://www.waterways.org.uk/wrg/
http://www.weyandarun.co.uk/
http://www.waterways.org.uk/
http://www.accessibleboating.org.uk/
http://www.b3c.org.uk/
http://www.basingstoke-canal.co.uk/
http://www.katrust.org/
http://www.byfleetboatclub.co.uk/
http://www.boatingclub.org.uk/
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/
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John Pinkerton News 
Though this 

occurred a little 

while ago, it is 

worth recalling 

the ceremony to “name” the John Pinkerton II trip 

boat. We were delighted that Sally Taylor of BBC 

South Today News (right) visited the Canal and did 

the honours. Click here to about the ceremony and see 

a video of the event. 

 

Update from Dick King 

The John Pinkerton II trip boat has been working hard 

since June, with crews making trips most days - 

sometimes two or three trips on the same day. The 

extra room afforded in the saloon is much appreciated 

by charterers, and visits to the rear deck have also 

become the norm, adding immensely to the enjoyment. Cruises have continued throughout the July dry spell, 

and with the recent rain, we believe there is now little cause for concern that the canal will be closed to 

navigation this year. Good news, as this should enable us to fulfil the rest of our charters. 

 

The monthly Members Evening cruises have proved popular with crew members, who can bring their spouses/ 

families on board for a bit of a social gathering. These cruises are FREE to any Society member who wants to 

see the Basingstoke Canal in its working state, or wishes to know more about the John Pinkerton fund-raising 

part of the Society.  The next cruise is on Monday September 9th at 7.30pm, leaving from Colt Hill Wharf, 

Odiham. Parking is available in the adjacent car park. Please prebook, so we can check numbers, through the 

Booking Manager David Horwood, on 01256 765889, or email jpbookings@basingstoke-canal.org . 

 

The current auditor for the John Pinkerton Company accounts is retiring at the end of this year. If any suitably 

qualified member would be prepared to undertake this valuable role, or like to find out what is involved, please 

contact me (01730 264178 or email jpcrewing@btinternet.com).  Dick King, Chairman JPCC 

 

Final Certification of the JP2 

We have been somewhat disappointed that we 

have not yet secured the final certification of 

the JP2 from the Maritime and Coastguard 

Agency (MCA). The project team had 

previously been given assurances that a 

physical test would not be required to confirm 

that there would be sufficient freeboard (ie 

height above water level) when the boat is 

loaded in a particular way, and that the boat 

design itself provided the necessary evidence. 

However, it was decided that the physical test 

had to be undertaken, and the JP2 failed it by a 

small margin. It was also noted that some fuel 

pipes would require replacement in order to be 

compliant, which could be an expensive job.  

These revelations occurred within only a few 

days of the expiry of the provisional 

certification obtained when the boat was delivered and, as a result, the JP2, already being used for public and 

charter trips, had to be taken out of service. Thank goodness we still had access to the old JP, which was 

rapidly redeployed (and had to be reinsured) to fill the gap. Meanwhile, discussions took place between the 

project team, Philip Riley, Society Chairman, and the MCA, and eventually it was agreed that the JP2 

temporary certification could be extended to the end of September, to allow trips to resume and the necessary 

remedial action to be taken. The project team are currently working with the MCA and the boat designers on 

how the freeboard issue might be addressed, and on the fuel pipe replacement. There is a concern that, if a 

further extension cannot be obtained, the end-of-September deadline will be overrun and the JP2 would have to 

be taken out of service again before the end of the season. We wish the project team the best of luck in solving 

this rather knotty problem. 
 

http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/jp/?p=718
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/jp/?p=718
mailto:jpbookings@basingstoke-canal.org
mailto:jpcrewing@btinternet.com
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Work Party Activities 
 

We were pleased to welcome members of the 

Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) to the Canal at 

the end of July for a week-long summer work camp. 

They undertook works on the Deepcut locks 27, 26 

and 25, including a sheet-piled wing wall extension, 

a lock leakage investigation and repair, and 

construction of a retaining wall and quadrant at Lock 

27 (right). A good job well done, for which we are 

very grateful.  

Click here to read Jeff Hill’s report on their visit. 

Apart from preparing for the WRG visit, the regular 

Society work party have been largely engaged on 

refurbishing the barn at Colt Hill, Odiham, which the 

Society acquired last year. The inside has been 

cleaned down, treated for woodworm, and has now 

been painted. Rebuilding of the front right hand 

corner and adjacent wall brickwork is now complete, 

and rotten beams are in the process of being replaced 

(left). Remedial work to the barn party wall has still to 

be done. When these jobs are completed, the barn will 

be available as a store for the John Pinkerton 

operation, the work party, and Accessible Boating. 

Later in the year, the Canal frontage across much of 

the Waterwitch pub garden will be sheet piled and the 

area securely fenced off.  

At the request of the BCA, a depth survey was 

recently conducted along the cutting near Swan Bridge in North Warnborough, which crew members of the 

John Pinkerton II will know is very narrow and shallow, and only just navigable by the bigger boat. The hope 

was that this section would be spot dredged, however for various reasons this is unlikely to happen this year. 

Latest on Dogmersfield Landslip 
 

Click here to read about the 

latest situation on the 

landslip, including a 

statement from Hants CC. 

The slip occurred near 

Dogmersfield back in March, 

just south of the Barley Mow 

bridge. This ironically put 

paid to navigation to the end 

of the Canal by the 20 or so 

boats that had gathered for an 

Easter Cruise to celebrate the 

reopening of the Deepcut 

flight after nearly 5 years of 

closure. The Canal has 

subsequently been reopened 

past the slip, but a permanent 

repair to the affected slope 

and towpath could take 

several months to complete. 

Click here to join The Basingstoke Canal Society 

http://www.waterways.org.uk/wrg/
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?p=1144
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?p=1134
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?p=1134
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?p=1134
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?p=1134
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?page_id=65
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Mytchett Lake Embankment Works 
 

Click here to read a 

report about the works 

that are now going on 

at Mytchett Lake to 

reinforce the 

embankment and 

prevent water 

penetration from the 

Canal.  

 

The Society has lent 

the contractors the 

barge upon which the 

6m steel piles are 

loaded (right 

foreground).  

 

When the works are 

completed, the 

embankment will be 

turned into a new 

mooring site. 

Revised Canal Opening Times 
 

At the beginning of the 2013 season, the BCA introduced a new schedule of Canal opening times, which limits 

locking up and down the Canal to 4 days a week (Friday to Monday). The scheme has been controversial, since 

it requires that boaters plan their trips carefully and reduces the flexibility of movement they might have on 

other canals. As a result it has been interpreted by some that the BCA is just being unaccommodating to 

boaters. Further, the choice of days when locking is permitted does not work well for boats starting trips from 

the western end. 

However there are good reasons for having implemented this scheme, as set out in a rebuttal to criticism on the 

CanalWorld boater’s forum. The scheme will be reviewed at the end of the season, but the problem that it is 

attempting to address, which all comes down to shortage of water, will of course continue to prevail for the 

foreseeable future. 

Forthcoming Events 
 

There is a new Social Events and Illustrated Talks page on the new Society website, where the latest list of 

events and venues can be found. 

 

 2013/14 Chobham Illustrated Talks Season 
The first three of the current season of talks to be held at The Parish Pavilion in Chobham have been 

announced. The season opens with the following: 

- Wednesday 16
th

 October at 8pm – Tim Morris – ‘Brooklands into the Second Century’ 

For more details of this and other talks, see the Talks page. 
 

Your Feedback Is Welcome… 
 

We would of course welcome your feedback on this Bulletin, on the new websites and on the Society’s 

new look in general. Please send any comments you may have to the bulletin editor. Short articles about the 

Canal with accompanying photos if possible would be appreciated.  The copy date for bulletin articles is the 

last day of each month. Publication (if it occurs) will normally take place towards the end of the following 

month.   

Apologies for the hiatus in the production of Bulletins over the summer, but the editor has been tied up with 

building up the websites, holidays and his daughter’s weddings (yes, plural). 
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http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/?p=1162
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/basingstoke-canal/canal-boating/locking-times.htm
http://www.canalworld.net/forums/index.php?showtopic=57679&page=3
http://www.canalworld.net/forums/index.php?showtopic=57679&page=3
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