Suppott the
Basingstoke Canal
Join the
Surrey and Hampshire
Canal Society

Seeing the attractive Basingstoke Canal today , itis hard to believe that it lay derelict 40 years ago.

Guardians of the Basingstoke Canal

The Surrey and Hamp shire Canal Society was formed in 1966 to save the privately owned waterway. The Society campaigned for a
transfer to public ownership which was achieved when Hampshire and Surrey county councils purchased the navigation in the early 1970s.

In partnership with the local authorities, the Society organised voluntary working parties, managed work training schemes and employed a full-
time team to restore the canal. The towpath was cleared, all 29 locks were renovated, new lock gates built and the canal was dredged throughout,
along with other restoration works.

32 miles of the waterway, from the Wey Navigation junction at Byfleet to Greywell Tunnel, were formally opened in May 1991 by HRH The Duke
of Kent. The canal is now managed by the Basingstoke Canal Authority, financed principally by the two county council owners and neighbouring
districts and boroughs.

Since then, the Society has continued to promote, raise funds and provide voluntary working parties for a variety of improvement projects,
including water conservation back-pumping schemes at Woodham and St John’s locks, the construction of landing stages, and repairs to locks at
Deepcut. Members have reinstated a mile of towpath to the west of Greywell Tunnel which is now a nature reserve and part of a route tracing the lost
course of the canal into Basingstoke.

Why support the Society now?

Although the canal was restored to a fully navigable condition, the need for support is undiminished. Funding from the owners has been inadequate,
and the canal has frequently been closed because of structural problems and the need to conserve the limited water supply. Reliable water supplies,
together with sustainable finance, are urgently needed.

Our vision for the future is of a permanently protected, fully navigable waterway and multi-function amenity for the use and enjoyment of the whole
community. To further this aim, the Society is planning more water supply enhancement projects and improved boating facilities. It also is lobbying
for a permanent ownership structure, such as a charitable trust, which will guarantee adequate funding in the longer term. The Society works with
conservation bodies such as Natural England to improve the canal’s environmental condition, much of the canal being designated as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI). Planning applications are monitored to ensure the preservation of the character of the canal corridor.

The Society also operates the public and charter trip boat John Pinkerton, organises boating festivals and arranges a variety of social events.

How You Can Help

By simply becoming a member of the Society, your subscription will help to fund its charitable aims and give it a greater voice when needed. There are
regular social events that are advertised in the quarterly society magazine. There are opportunities for greater involvement should you wish to take a
more active role, such as regular work parties or the operation of the trip boat, to which you will be warmly welcomed. Alternatively, you could help with
administration, publicity or fund-raising. Whatever you wish to do, your membership will be greatly appreciated.



BANKER’S ORDER (Do not det ach)
Surrey and Hamp shire Canal Society Limited

Please send this Banker’s Order with your application form
to the Membership Secretary, who will pass it on to your
bank.

To: (Name and full address of your bank)

PLEASE PAY IMMEDIATELY to NatWest Bank, 45 Park
Street, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3XQ, for the account of
The Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society Limited the sum
of £, and the same sum on 1st March

ACCOUNTENAME....euieiiiii e

YOUF QAAIESS.....cceeeeevieeeee et e e eeaaeeees

Boats gathering at Brookwood for a rally in 2009

FOR BANK USE ONLY
When making payments please quote SHCS Ltd.

Reference NO........ccviiiiiieeieeeccee e
Bank Sort Code 60-04-20
Account No. 01436562

You can increase the value of your subscription
WITHOUT COST OR COMMITMENT
by completing the GIFT AID form. N




