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Being a typical southerner, I have always regarded anywhere

much north of Reading as semi-arctic and probably

dangerous. In an attempt to cure this phobia, my wife and

I have been taking short break holidays in various places.

Previously we have been to Edinburgh, York, Lincoln and

Great Yarmouth and this year we decided to go to Birmingham

as I had been to an IWA conference there last year and

thought that it warranted further exploration.

We stayed near Gas Street and I have to say that I was

favourably impressed. The last time I went there was about

25 years ago and it was pretty scruffy even if it still retained

its historic air. I remember the entrance from the road to Gas

Street Basin as looking like the entrance to a public

lavatory. Now, however, the area has had a

makeover with pubs, cafes and restaurants lining

the canal. It may have lost some of its “heritage”,

but it’s alive now and buzzing.

The best way to preserve canals is to use them,

even if it’s only to provide an attractive backdrop

to a town or city centre. I feel that there is a

lesson to be learnt here for some of the towns on

the Basingstoke, particularly Woking. Now that

the Surrey County Council scheme to build their

headquarters on Brewery Road car park has

come to nothing, let’s have some imaginative

thought about future developments.

*  *  *  *  *

I very much enjoyed the weekend spent helping

Kathryn Dodington “do” the Basingstoke in her

new boat, and also the day a few weeks before

when we brought it onto the canal from the River

Wey. It has some quite startling contrasts:

coming up to the Woodham flight, there was one part where

we were fighting along a narrow weedy channel so that it felt

as if we were doing a remake of the African Queen, and then

round the corner the reed beds disappeared and we were

back on a standard English canal.

On the whole we found the locks easy to operate, apart from

a couple with leaky gates, and we thought that the reception

at Lock 1 was both friendly and professional. The ranger

offered some advice about particular points to watch for,

without trying to teach his grandmother to suck eggs.

What the trip did do was confirm in our minds the correctness

of Ian Brown’s drive to focus resources on getting the canal

back into good useable condition and to make sure that the

resources are put in place to keep it that way. As Kathryn

says in her article (page 14), the canal is tantalisingly nearly

right.

Sadly, it has become normal in some boating quarters to

knock the canal rangers. Sure, there are grounds for

criticism in some cases, and morale is not particularly

good, but it is stupid not to recognise that the majority do

a good job. This year the BCA has had a lot to deal with in

addition to the routine tasks - collapsing lock gates, a bank

breach, and torrential rain that could easily have caused

major problems. It is a shame that there have been closures

that have prevented boats taking advantage of the good

water levels, but the canal survived the problems due to the

BCA staff and they deserve credit for it.

Well done guys.

*  *  *  *  *

The Society's Committee seems to be going through one of

its shrinking phases. Bob Malcolm and Davis Lloydlangstom

stepped down and now Roger Ilett has also been forced to

resign due to illness. This leaves only eight Directors, and

the ability one of these to play an active part is now a bit

restricted, again by ill health. We are practically down to half

strength.

We can have up to twelve people on the Committee and it

is important that we fill these posts. Not only does it reduce

the individual work load, but it avoids the impression that the

whole Society is being run by a small clique of people.It

would also give us the ability to take on projects which,

currently, we do not have the manpower to cope with.

If you do have some spare time (or are just looking for a

reason to get out of bed in the morning!), please give it some

thought. The current Committee is composed of a pretty

congenial bunch of people and we do have quite a lot of fun

managing and organising this and that. If you are interested

in the canal, it is also the best way to get to know what is

really going on and to influence what might happen in future.

If you would like to know more about what you might get

involved with, do please get in touch with someone on the

Committee. All our names and phone numbers are on the

back page, or you could e-mail me at

roger.cansdale@ntlworld.com.

*  *  *  *  *

Everyone is delighted by Peter Redway's MBE award,

which he modestly attributes to the hard work of the

volunteers. Nevertheless, he has been the one holding the

volunteers together and I think the award is deservedly his

(and perhaps Margurite's). Many congratulations!



Page 3Basingstoke Canal News Autumn 2007

Chairman's PageA Non-profit Distributing Company, Limited by Guarantee, Registered in England No. 1296593. Registered as a Charity No. 273085. Affiliated to the Inland Waterways Association.
President: The Earl of Onslow
Vice-Presidents:   John Humphries, OBE.  The Rev Lord Sandford.  Paul Vine.  David Gerry.  Robin Higgs, OBE.  David Millett

            Rt Hon James Arbuthnot, MP.  Michael Gove, MP. Philip Hammond, MP.  Gerald Howarth, MP.  Humfrey Mallins, MP

SOCIETY RECOGNITION
My MBE award in the Queens Birthday Honours List has

been announced in various Society and IWA publicity

media.

I consider this honour is a result of the hard work and

support of volunteers, members and visiting groups sustained

over many years.

I am privileged to accept this recognition on behalf of you all,

a heartfelt “THANK YOU” for all your efforts.

CANAL REVIEW OPTIONS
Presentations on the condition of the canal structures,

progress on the review and financial position have been

made to both County Councils; the presentations were by

Ian Brown and Society Committee members.

Surrey County Council have authorised a Capital Fund,

which will be based on the findings of a structure survey and

priority of the work identified.

The structure survey has been financed by both County

Councils and will cover the full length of the canal; surveys

are based on BW checklists. Recording of the data will be

on spreadsheets, with access using passwords for various

levels of detail.

Urgent investigations to confirm data have been identified as

the condition of culverts under the canal, potential voids

around bye wash pipes and channel depth; all have suspected

legacies affecting the use of the canal.

The recent failures of lock gates have unfortunately preceded

the replacement programme planned by Ian Brown. Three

sets of replacement gates (12 gates) have been ordered for

this year. Prior to installation in the intended lock other

failures occured and emergency fitting in other locks has

been required. Lock 3 lower gate being the most serious

failure is reported elsewhere in the Newsletter.

Upper gates for three other locks are scheduled for

September installation.

The survey of lock gates indicates the renewal programme

should be increased by an additional five sets of gates (20)

for 2008, a priority for the capital fund expenditure?

A policy of replacing Upper and Lower gates when a lock

closure is planned is being implemented thus reducing the

disruption to navigation.

Negotiations with the Riparian Districts on Revenue funding

are in progress. The concept of “Contribution in Kind” has

had a favourable reception with some Districts with agreed

formulas being considered by Executive Committees.

The autumn round of budget setting for 2008/9 is the critical

time for decisions on canal finance contributions we support

Ian in his negotiations to achieve sustainable funding

agreements.

Peter Redway

August 2007

Peter Redway MBE

Work Party
TRAINING
Society volunteers attended selected courses on the

Waterway Recovery Group Training Weekend. We now

have accredited First Aid trained volunteers and also an

accredited assessor for excavator and dumper training.

A course on fire safety will be a requirement for work boat

operators when Maritime and Coastguard Agency proposals

are introduced in 2008. Full details for Skipper and Crew

operator’s certificates have not yet been confirmed, but it is

anticipated that past experience will be considered when

certificates are applied for. We hope to arrange a Fire Safety

course in September.

WORK BOAT
The Society work boat is now in the canal depot at Ash

Lock. Work on renovation is scheduled for this month. Grit

blasting and painting will be followed by a refit and installation

of some means of propulsion (photo on page 10).

continued on page 4
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Work Party <  > BCA news-
Ian Brown has sent this update from the Canal Centre:

Having been in the job now for almost 18 months with

previous canal experience spanning three years, one spent

as a senior ranger, I feel qualified to try to put ‘things to right’

in a pragmatic, consistent and effective way. I am only too

well aware of the current perception that is shared among

some boaters using this waterway and will not attempt to

find feeble excuses to try and defend or gloss over much of

what is being said.

What I can and will do is present you with the facts as they

currently are and then not only beg your understanding but

invite your continued interaction, because it is after all your

and our canal!

Firstly, it is all too apparent that due to many factors, the

waterway had almost slipped back a decade towards the

brink of dereliction, if only to have been maintained as a safe

amenity by the major stakeholders. Lack of capital

investment, adequate manpower, misdirection and lost

opportunities have all taken their toll and let me point out and

be clear, that this is not one individual’s or organisation’s

fault. It merely demonstrates an almost overwhelming

problem that has built up over the years due to lack of

adequate resources.

This situation had been pointed out by the previous Canal

Director and highlighted at numerous meetings which had

culminated at the stakeholder’s workshops and evolved into

funding and management reviews. From this point we now

have a clear steer that should see the Basingstoke Canal

put into good order, provided we continue to get the

committed funding and support we need.

So what does the future hold? The Plan:

It is my sincere belief that we now have a doable plan of

action, in fact four key draft action plans that form the overall

strategic ‘Basingstoke Canal Management Plan’. I have

drafted and re-drafted with the help and cooperation of all the

representative clubs, societies and interest groups a final

draft ready for consultative circulation this autumn. Sorry

but this process takes time and we have to get it right.

Asset Management Plan

So far this year, three workshop meetings have been held

to drive forward the recommended need for a full condition

survey to be carried out on the canal that will identify the

current structural condition and what is likely to be the cost

of bringing the waterway up to a safe and favourable

standard as an important recreation and conservation

amenity. Also taking the opportunity to determine and set

down a consistent sustainable plan of maintenance to

preserve the canal’s major structural assets for generations

continued from page 3

DEEPCUT
Spot dredging at Deepcut was a commercial operation

involving Belfast Girl. Disposal of the silt from barge to site

was a joint operation by the Canal Rangers and volunteers,

reducing the overall cost to the BCA. Clearing the navigation

was deemed to be a BCA responsibility.

The landslip in the cutting is, in my opinion, the responsibility

of Surrey County Council, but remedial work has not yet

been commissioned. The slip occurred in August 2006

following heavy rain. I consider that the towpath being

closed for over a year is an indictment of the County Council;

if the slip had occurred on a highway it would have been

repaired in weeks not years.

ST. JOHNS
Final reinstatement of the towpath between Langman's and

Kiln Bridges has been completed; an  enhanced specification

has been used with limestone dust binding the road stone

base. The improved surface is a bonus for all users,

particularly for the disabled. I t is also hoped that a reduction

in stone throwing and broken windows will result from this

surface.

BARGE MOVEMENT
Volunteers will be operating in Woking this autumn, assisting

with lock gate replacement and spot dredging. Silt will be

transported to Hermitage for SSSI improvement works in

construction of the reed bed. Barges will be required and

movement from Ash will be arranged prior to the canal

closure at Ash Railway Bridge.

FUTURE WORKING PARTY DATES

DATE LEADER LOCATION
 8 - 9 Sept DJ/DL/KR Upper Gates Lock 2& 3

22-23 Sept DJ/DL/KR Work Boat Ash Lock

13-14 Oct DJ/DL/ KR /PR Woking / Brookwood

27-29 Oct PR/DJ/DL/KR Woking / Brookwood

10-11 Nov PR/DJ/DL/KR Woking / Brookwood

24-25 Nov PR/DJ/DL/KR Woking / Brookwood

 8 – 9 Dec PR/DJ/DL/KR Work Boat

22-23 Dec PR/DJ/DL/KR Work Boat

12-13 Jan PR/DJ/DL/KR Work Boat

26-27 Jan PR/DJ/DL/KR Up Nately

Leaders:

PR   - PETER REDWAY O1483 721710

DL   - DAVE LUNN 01483  771294

DJ   - DAVE JUNKISEN 0208941 0685

KR  - KEVIN REDWAY 01483 722206

Peter Redway
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Ian Brown, Canal Director
to come. These meetings are attended by the chief engineers

of both county councils, an asset manager from BW, the

Chairman of the Canal Society and other key staff. Soon

this year at least two principal contractors will be appointed

to carry out ground investigation work on the embankments,

culverts, lock chambers and other associated structures.

To some extent, this has already been achieved with

numerous data from local inspection regimes collected,

ground surveys and ecological monitoring.

The BCA has forged ahead with new active partnerships and

formed positive ways of progressing things forward, such as

tree safety management, lock gate construction, data

storage and retrieval used for routine inspection and survey

work, and a proposed education program. Organisations

such as Sustrans, the Canal Society, Wildlife Trusts,

Natural England and the Environment Agency have all been

positively engaged and actively involved.

Service Level Plan

Throughout this summer the two Heads of both Counties’

Countryside Services and I have met with Senior Officers

from all the riparian local authority partners to discuss a

common service level agreement that will help give the BCA

a more stable financial footing. This will enable a much

better and realistic approach to planned preventative

maintenance over the financial year. We have also looked

at ways of making up the shortfall in funding contributions

from local authority partners by payment in kind. One

example is where local authority contracts could be used

to deliver on essential activity services; another is where

levies against planning applications could be paid to the

BCA. These discussions are ongoing with the aim to put in

place a service level agreement by the 2008/9 financial

year.

During the last two years, BCA members of staff have been

placed under tremendous pressure, fear for their jobs and

constant public complaints about the lack of maintenance

due to funding shortfalls, conflict of interests and loss of

faith in the system.

With the new Service Level Plan in place backed by a

Service Level Agreement with both the joint owners and the

local authorities, I will be looking very closely at the work

force’s best operational practice and efficiency, making

improvements accordingly. The Canal Rangers are a

committed team as the recent disasters that have befallen

the canal have proved with commendations coming from

very senior Corporate Officers and County Members on the

way that they handled the situations.

Conservation Management Plan

Now in its final drafting stage, waiting ‘key target objectives’

input from Natural England, the Conservation Management

Plan will also be circulated later this year for final consultation

with all interest groups before submission to Natural England

for final assent. This plan will set out to define a number of

actions that will seek to balance recreation and conservation

at the same time recognising the importance of the canal's

diverse bio-sustainability. A critical target will be to bring the

SSSI into a favourable condition and underpin the canal's

rich biodiversity in harmony with a fully functional navigation.

Canal Visitor Centre Development Plan

When I made the decision to take the operation of the Tea

Room out of the BCA budget, which was done for good

financial practice reasons, I was made acutely aware of the

public expectation and need for the Visitor Centre as a

whole. However, right from the beginning I have made it clear

that any resource activity that was not essential to a central

focus on the maintenance of the canal would have to be

subject to critical review and action taken to remove any

detrimental financial effects that may jeopardise the canal's

infrastructure. Again, a development plan has been drafted

and will be circulated in the autumn for consultation and

approval. It is recognised that the Visitor Centre is important

to a number of local communities and at the same time has

the potential to generate considerable income for the canal.

The objective aims will be to develop with up to date facilities

for boating, camping, social recreational and educational

events.

In conclusion, my focus is to deliver a strategic management

plan that will aim to meet the expectations of all the canal’s

user groups, a safe amenity that will deliver on eco-socio

value to the many local communities that the canal borders

between the two counties.

At the moment we do have a good canal and navigation well

worthy of preserving. Together, we can succeed in achieving

what as been discussed above and for my part, I promise to

remain committed to delivering on the issues such as leaky

lock chambers, blocked bypass channels, rotten gates,

and sometimes misdirected members of staff. All will be

dealt with, please bear with me and give me a sensible time

frame in which to work.

Lastly, I must mention that both the joint owners of the

canal, Hampshire and Surrey County Councils have been

extremely supportive as have the local riparian authorities

Runnymede, Woking, Surrey Heath, Guildford, Rushmoor

and Hart. In the mean time please remember to keep

communications open with your elected councillors and

local politicians.

Ian Brown

Canal Director
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Out and about
Surrey
It's been a stange year on the canal. On the good side, we

have never had such consistently high water levels throughout

the summer. Sadly, however, it has not been possible to

enjoy these to the full because of closures necessary to

repair failures, as the backlog of maintenance begins to

catch up with us.

To compound the BCA's problems, some person or persons

unknown drew all the ground paddles between Locks 16 and

26 in the very early hours of 8th June. This resulted in local

flooding in the Brookwood area and it took nearly a week to

fill the flight again. Although there was some speculation

about the possible identity of the apparently knowledgeable

criminals, nobody has been caught. Inevitably, though, it

will mean more work for the rangers if security devices have

to be locked to the paddles at the end of every day.

The wet summer did however mean that the lost water was

soon replenished and the canal remained open for a few

weeks until 12th of July, when the BCA decided that it was

necessary to close both the Woodham and Deepcut flights

to allow gates to be replaced on Locks 3 and 18. This

caused a certain amount of discontent amongst some

boaters, but the decision was shown to be absolutely right
when Ian Brown was showing me the poor state of the heel

post of one of the removed bottom gates from Lock 3, and

the top came off in his hand (below).
Below left: Yes, the Lock 3 gates did need to be replaced!

Above:  One of the replacements being craned in.

Draining Lock 3 to fit the paddles revealed at least 5

bicycles, 3 traffic cones and a wheelbarrow. Perhaps the

BCA should drag the locks regularly and start a scrap metal

business. (Photo : Peter Coxhead)

The gate was clearly being held together previously by the

balance beam and could have fallen apart at any time. The

gates had been scheduled for replacement earlier in the

year and the new ones were delivered, but these got diverted

for the emergency replacement of Lock 21's lower pair.

Fortunately Rob Locatelli's work on the Thames had had to

be suspended because of the flood conditions and he was

able to bring his crane barge up the canal again to install the

new gates on 3.
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on the canal

One of the top gates of Lock 18 was damaged when an

inexperienced hire boater allowed the bows of the boat to

lodge under the top beam when the lock was filling. This lock

will remain closed until the new gates are fitted, probably

towards the end of September. The delay in getting these

made is due to the fact that the oak used in their construction

comes from France and most of France goes on holiday for

the whole of August.

Ian Brown reckons that 5 sets of new gates will be needed

next year and 3 per year thereafter.

Hampshire
A near catastrophe was narrowly averted in June by a

combination of good luck and prompt action by the BCA.

when a small box culvert that passes under the canal near

Double Bridge in Dogmersfield collapsed causing a landslip

behind the towpath into the low-lying field. This in turn

caused a breach in the canal bank (Below).

This occurred about 7 o'clock in the morning, but fortunately

a passing walker had the presence of mind to phone the

BCA (01252 370073 if you ever find yourself in this situation)

and get the duty ranger's number. This was Andy Foster,

who lives in Odiham, and he was on site within 20 minutes,

followed shortly afterwards by Paul Hope, the other

Hampshire ranger, and Ian Brown. The emergency plan

swung rapidly into action, a digger was hired (below) and,

Continued on page 8

Above: Rangers pumping out the lock.

Below: Sawing down the join between the gates to get the

perfect fit.(Photos: Pablo Haworth)
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Continued from page 7

after some persuasion (do you want a field or a new reservoir

behind your house?) the owner of the field allowed access

across his land and the breach was stopped.

Above: The repaired towpath near Double Bridge.

The actual brick culvert under the canal has been inspected

by CCTV and appears to be in good condition, but it will

probably be lined.

Further excitement came on 20th July with the downpour

that cased such terrible flooding in Tewksbury and

Gloucester. On the whole, the Basingstoke survived pretty

well, but there were some problems and some fairly extreme

measures had to be taken at the weirs to keep levels under

control. As a result, part of the Aldershot golf course got

flooded and the run-off into Cove Brook caused this to

overtop its banks, leading to minor flooding of  a few houses,

including that of Ian Brown himself. Crewing the John

Pinkerton that evening, we observed four new streams

running into the canal near Broad Oak.

Water running down Gally Hill Road in Crookham caused a

small landslip at Malthouse Bridge, which will need repair

(above right). Objections to the use of steel piling from

Natural England have been very properly rejected by the

BCA on the grounds of safety. There is no sign of anything

there of the slightest scientific interest, but the pavement

and pipe could drop into the canal.

A further landslip occurred on the offside bank at Coxmoor

wood in Dogmersfield (centre right). Something may have to

be done to stabilise the bank and stop it moving out further

into the canal.

Despite all these alarms in both Hampshire and Surrey, the

BCA are intending to do some planned work in September.

The upper gates on Locks 2 and 3 will be replaced early in

the month in addition to those already mentioned on Lock

Tony Beecher
Tony Beecher is taking early retirement from his post at the

BCA . Tony took over the job of Canal Manager when Tony

Harmsworth retired in 2001. Unfortunately, he has been on

sick leave for some time. We wish him a speedy recovery

and a long and happy retirement in Wales.

Out and about

Above: Landslip at Malthouse Bridge

Below: Landslip at Coxmoor wood

18. This will be done using the dredger Belfast Girl and will

involve the Society's volunteers.

It is also planned to have a bit of a tidy-up in the Woking

pound. It is intended to use the dredger to remove the large

reed bed that half blocks the canal. Conservation Ranger

Peter Bickford will then transplant the reeds to the back of

Hermitage flash. This should be one of those rare occasions

when the activity meets the wishes of both boaters and

conservationists.
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King John's Castle
Despite what we heard earlier in the year the work on the

castle and the adjacent moorings is not due to begin until

the end of August; contractor problems caused the delay.

This is a disappointment, particularly since a party from

Hampshire County Council were given a trip there on the

John Pinkerton earlier in the year. Phil Allen of HCC gave

them a talk about the plans (below).

Fishing
The fisherman who caught this splendid carp near Crookham

didn't think it was worth weighing as it was only about 9lbs.

He did weigh the 14 pounder that he had hooked earlier!

on the canal
FOR SALE
Fibreglass dinghy with electric outboard motor and road

trailer.

Used regularly for cruising on the canal.

Comprises:

Boat - 3.1m with buoyancy sections, oars, locker, 2 seats

2-3 people).

Several canal brass badges, including the Canal opening

ceremony.

Trailer - for road use with nylon straps, number plate with

electrics and brand new spare wheel.

Motor - Minn Kota 65mx (cost £320 when new) with 12V,

100AH deep cycle marine battery (cost £80).

£220 ono

Available to view in Mayford, Woking. call 01483 771328

Newsletter back numbers
Ian Johnson is decluttering his flat and has a complete set

of the Basingstoke Canal News from Issue 176 Autumn

1997 to date that he wants to get rid of. He doesn’t want any

money for them but suggests a donation to the Canal

Society might be in order.

He lives in Horsell and can be contacted on 01483 591756

or by e-mail at ian.johnson15@ntlworld.com.
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Dear Roger,

The family of Stan Knight would like to express our sincere

thanks to Peter Redway and other Society members for

their great help in placing a commemorative seat to Stan on

the canal towpath close to Crookham Village Swing Bridge.

This is a spot that has many connections with Stan since

childhood.

I would also like to thank David Millett for all his advice and

help in arranging this. He has been of great support during

the last two years.

I am delighted to know that the seat is already in use!!

Yours sincerely

Iris Knight

Above: Society volunteers installing Stan's seat near the

Crookham swing bridge. Stan's family provided the seat.

Letter to the editor - B C News

Having recently seen a leaflet promoting the canal, issued

by the Canal Authority, I was disappointed to see the front

cover proclaim “Surrey and Hampshire’s Canal. 32 miles of

nature reserve for walking, boating, fishing and cycling.”

Please BCA don’t try to reinvent the canal: it is called the

Basingstoke Canal and it’s not a nature reserve but

designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest(SSSI) by

English Nature, predecessor to Natural England as the

Government quango is now called. It was designated an

SSSI for the great variety of dragonfly and damselfly whose

habit is the canal and a number of rare plants.

Whilst on the subject of this leaflet why were some pubs

along or near the canal excluded from those listed? Such as

The Hunters Lodge in Bagshot Road, Knaphill (Tel: 01483

798101), The Bell Inn, The Bury, Odiham (opposite the

church) (Tel: 01256 702282). The Anchor Inn, The Street,

North Warnborough (Tel: 01256 702740). Boaters can

access the Anchor by footpath across a field from the lift-

bridge. Finally The Lord Derby Inn at Bartley Heath (North

Warnborough)(Tel: 01256 702740). This pub/restaurant

does excellent food but for meals it’s advisable to book. For

boaters moored in the vicinity of the lift-bridge, walk along

Tunnel Lane(northward), past Castle Mill across the bridge

over the River Whitewater and on up to the main road, on the

north side of the roundabout to the left is a cul de sac lane

leading to the Lord Derby, a farm shop and a pottery.

Yours sincerely,

Dieter Jebens

200 Club Winners
February

112 Mrs J Hunter £70

145 Mr D Gibson £35

108 Mr WF Herbert £17

136 W Saunders £17

April

87 Mr & Mrs Redway £70

41 Mr R Follett £35

70 Mr J Simpkins £17

135 Mr A Hocking £17

June

54 Mrs BM Scammell £70

27 Mr JM Foss £35

89 Mr & Mrs Redway £17

100 Mr A Stumpf £17

Letters

Above: The Society's new work boat at Ash Lock awaiting

its overhaul and engine installation.  (story on page 2)
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PublicationsLetters
Dieter Jebens' long

awaited book about

the Basingstoke

Canal has finally

made it into print.

Published by

Tempus Publishing

(ISBN 978-0-7524-

3103-1), and

containing 128

pages of photos, it

is available to Canal

Society members at

a special price of

£10 (rrp £12.99) until

the end of the year.

Thanks to Kathryn Dodington for the following review:

It’s a wee bit daunting to review a book by the current

Basingstoke Canal News Editor and a previous Basingstoke

Canal News Editor about the Basingstoke Canal, but I

suppose as a previous editor myself I couldn’t really refuse

the request and it would be wrong to review your own book

I think.

Basingstoke Canal does, as the Ronseal advertisement

says, what it describes on the tin. It is a delightful armchair

walk up the canal from Woodham to Basingstoke with a very

small amount of text and intriguing  photographs, well

described, predominantly of the early days of the canal but

also of more recent history, including the John Pinkerton

passing under Sheets Heath bridge; the reviewer being

starkly reminded  how different her garden was then. The

photograph was taken in 1986.

There are, of course, photographs that we have all seen

before but others accompany them that have not seen the

light of day since they were liberated from the care of Dieter

Jebens following his recent house  move.

Full credit must go to both authors, Dieter Jebens and Roger

Cansdale, for spending the time and effort to put this

excellent photographic anthology of the canal together in

such an ordered and readable way. The majority of the

pictures are blessed with people as part, if not all, of the

subject, which adds hugely to the interest of the book.

Basingstoke Canal is a lovely book, which I thoroughly

recommend. It will find a welcome place in the Canal

Section of anyone’s bookcase.

The Wey & Arun

Junction Canal by PAL

Vine published by

Tempus Publishing at

£12.99. ISBN 978-0-

752-4270-9

Close on the heels of

The Basingstoke Canal,

Tempus have brought out

a second edition of The

Wey & Arun Junction

Canal, first published in

1999 in the publisher’s

transport series of

‘picture books’. As in the

new Basingstoke book,

Paul Vine, author of the definitive histories of both the Wey

& Arun and Basingstoke navigations, has included

contemporary restoration in progress and restored

photographs alongside period pictures and portions of

Ordnance Survey maps to chart the history of the waterway.

Naturally, the majority of the photographs are unchanged,

but there are some new ones and the introductory history

has been updated.

The 18-mile junction canal ran between Shalford where it

joins the Wey and Newbridge near Wisborough Green

where it joins the Arun, and opened in 1816, twenty-two

years after the Basingstoke. It was intended to create a safe

commercial inland waterway between London and the

south coast, thus avoiding the dangerous sea journey to the

Thames estuary and to provide a transport route to help

develop agriculture in Sussex and east Surrey.

Like the Basingstoke, the Wey & Arun served local commu-

nities by carrying produce down from London as much as

transporting merchandise to London. Also like the

Basingstoke the W&A suffered a shortage of water which

the canal company confronted by increasing tolls for car-

goes of less than 30 tons and by using carts to tranship

cargoes between locks. In the 1860s when pleasure boating

was becoming popular, such craft were required to carry a

pilot aboard. One might say canal rangers nannying boats

on the Basingstoke as the modern equivalent!

Paul Vine records that it was publication of his book

London’s Lost Route to the Sea in 1965 that first generated

public interest in the derelict navigation and led to formation

of the Wey & Arun Canal Society long since elevated to the

status of a Trust and already responsible for an amazing

amount of restoration work to reopen the entire canal, which

no doubt will once again serve local communities and the

wider waterways world as the delightful rural navigation and

amenity it was for 55 years.

Dieter Jebens.

Kathryn Dodington
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Events
Fox & Hounds rally
The annual Fox & Hounds gathering in Fleet switched this

year from the August Bank Holiday to the Late May one. This

took me rather by surprise and I wasn't able to get along to

it. Apologies therefore for no pictures.

The future of the Basingstoke Canal Boating Club itself is

currently somewhat unclear, but this will hopefully be

resolved by the time the next issue of the Newsletter

emerges.

Mikron Theatre
The other Fox & Hounds annual event, the visit by the Mikron

Theatre Company took place on 11th July. By some miracle

in one of the wettest British summers on record, we had a

lovely evening and a very good sized audience was able to

enjoy a show about the life and works of Thomas Telford

interwoven with a theme about the place of women engineers.

Adrian Palmer (below) played the part of Telford himself.

Plans for 2008
The Bridge Barn Rally will take place again at Easter, but

in addition, it is hoped to have a boat gathering at Brookwood

on the 2006 rally site, probably over the Late May Bank

Holiday.

This event is not intended to be open to the public in the way

that the Bridge Barn rally is, simply because the site needs

further work doing to it. Although the 2006 rally was a great

success, it was clear that access to the site for cars was

not really suitable as it went through a housing estate, and

other services needed to be improved. Nevertheless it

would be very nice to get boats back there.

Also under consideration is the fact that it is some years

since the last boat rally at Odiham. It would be nice to see

a gathering down this end of the canal, but this would

probably have to fit in later in the year and next year could

revert to drought rather than flood, so water supply is

obviously a concern.

Whatever we do, it will need organisers.

Verna Smith, the Society's Secretary is happy to continue
as coordinator, but she needs help. A small group of

people, each with responsibility for some aspect like

publicity, bookings, etc, is what is needed. This is a really

good opportunity for new members of the Society to get

involved with its activities as it will bring them into contact

with lots of people, and you don't need to get wet or dirty!

If you would like to lend a hand, please give Verna a ring on

01252 517622 or e-mail her at verna.smith@virgin.net.

Christmas cards
Summer holidays are almost over and Christmas is fast approaching,

so to help you plan ahead the new Christmas cards are now  on sale.

Two designs are available, as shown on the right, and the message

inside is Best Wishes.

Above: Card A: Illuminated boat procession in Woking last year

Below: Card B: Sandy Hill Bridge in the snow

Pack A. 2 cards one of each view plus envelopes 40p.

Pack B. 12 cards 6 of each view plus envelopes £2.00.

All profits will go to the Society. Please call Denise Smith on 01252

517779 to place an order and arrange collection or delivery (postage

& packing will be charged extra).
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Events
CHOBHAM SOCIAL MEETINGS
The new season of autumn and winter social meetings will

start again in October at our regular venue at the Parish

Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road, Chobham. The

meetings will start at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the

month. See map above for the exact location. Coffee/tea and

biscuits will be available during the interval. Non-members

and friends of members are very welcome.

Wednesday 17th October 2007

Ron Croucher - ‘The Channel Tunnel’
Ron Croucher was a Senior Engineer during the building of

the Channel Tunnel and he will be presenting the story of the

building of this magnificent project so, for any members who

are interested in civil engineering, this is a must. Even those

who are not will no doubt find it interesting and informative.

Wednesday 21st November 2007

Runnalls Davis - ‘Thomas Telford’
This will be the third presentation given to us by Runnalls

Davis and this show will feature the life and works of the

renowned civil engineer whose magnificent projects include

the Menai Bridge, the Harecastle Tunnel, Pontcysyllte

Aqueduct and the London to Holyhead road.

Wednesday 19th December 2007

Eric Lewis - ‘The Birmingham Canal Navigations -
Then and Now’
Eric Lewis will be returning with a new presentation featuring

the Birmingham Canal Navigations contrasting them be-

tween the 1970s and the present time. Some of the con-

trasts are striking. He will use two projectors side by side to

show the contrasts simultaneously.

Wednesday 16th January 2008

Richard Thomas- ‘The Lowland Canals of Scotland’
A return visit by Richard Thomas who this time will be

featuring the Lowland Canals of Scotland including the

Forth and Clyde Canal and the Edinburgh Canal. He will

describe their history, decline and restoration. He will, of

course, cover the magnificent Falkirk Wheel.

Wednesday 20th February 2008

Tim Dodwell - ‘Basingstoke Canal Boating and Working
Parties from the early 1960’s’
Well before the formation of the Surrey and Hampshire

Canal Society in 1966, Tim was the Basingstoke Canal

representative on the London and Home Counties Branch

Committee of the Inland Waterways Association. He was

also their Working Party Organiser. His slides on the early

campaign cruises and working parties should be fascinating.

He was also a member of the group that produced the first

report on the ‘Case for Restoration’ for Surrey County

Council in July 1965.

Wednesday 19th March 2008

George Fleming - ‘Waterways at War’
George Fleming from Salisbury will be presenting the story

of the waterways in wartime, including during the First and

Second World wars. The relationship between the canals

and the military and the problems presented will be fully

explored.

Wednesday 16th April 2008

Matthew Armitage - ‘The History of Tooley's Boatyard
in Banbury’
The recent revival of the historic Tooley’s Boatyard in

Banbury is a fascinating story and goes back to the early

days of the canal movement with Tom Rolt and his famous

boat ‘Cressy’. The boatyard was threatened with demolition

in the re-development of the canalside at Banbury, but a

determined campaign by the canal movement saved it for

future generations, and the boatyard is now open for visitor

tours.

Thanks to David Millett for organising a very varied and

interesting programme of talks. I am particularly looking

forward to Tim Dodwell's view of life on the Basingstoke

during the 1960s and hearing about the volunteers' curious

relationship with Sidney Cooke, the then owner of the canal.
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Leo II to the limit

I am in the fortunate position of ‘owning’ the canal bank

outside my house in Brookwood and after 30 years of

undetected crime with British Airways I felt perhaps I could

afford to invest in a narrowboat (after having had a fleeting

interest in a beautiful Dutch barge).  After much agonising,

which became a bit of a rush at the end, I purchased Leo No

2, which is now proudly moored outside my house.

Above: The 3 loves of Kathryn's life - her two cats, her twin

engined Citroen Sahara and now Leo II.

I had a bit of time owing from work so decided to ask Maggie

and Roger Cansdale to accompany me from Brookwood to

the limit of the navigation and return over a long weekend,

and this is the account of that long weekend which hopefully

puts a boater’s eye view on our canal.

It was pouring with rain again when we set out – when has

it not been raining this ‘summer’ I wonder?  As we rounded

the bend in the Mile pound before Deepcut I was pleased to

see another boat moored up and clearly planning to share

with us up Deepcut.  In my mind it is a real opportunity to

get to know other boaters when you share locks – especially

14 in a row.

We let Wey’Ward Girl enter lock 15 before us, sneaked in

on the right-hand side of the lock and I got my first feeling

that the canal ‘could do better’.  The right-hand wall of the

lock was a veritable garden with well-established trees and

plants growing in the wall (see aove right).

We waited for the Ranger (due at 09:30) but when a cup of

tea AND 09:30 had come and gone we decided to set off

without him. We only caught site of the ranger as he drove

past us at about lock 20 – not so much as a "hello" was

shared between us - what a shame and so unlike the day

we brought Leo onto the canal a month or so previously.  We

had a brief discussion about rangers with our fellow boaters

and were dismayed to hear they had been told during their

passage up to lock 15 that it would be better for the Canal

Authority to pay them £300 not to come than for them to

attempt the trip – not quite the public relations I would

expect.

We travelled up Deepcut very well but found we had to wait

an inordinate amount of time for 27 and 28 to fill – ok for 27

perhaps as it is part of the flight but 28 with the long Mytchett

pound above it should have been better (One of the top

paddles didn’t work and the bottom gates leaked like a

sieve).  (See opposite page)

We encountered some steel fencing in the navigation at

Deepcut bridge and did our duty and called the Canal Centre

who knew about it and said the ranger (whom we hadn’t

spoken to and was following us up Deepcut) would deal with

it that afternoon. It was difficult to negotiate because of the

sand bar directly opposite.

Wey’Ward Girl left us at the Canal Centre as they felt they

would be unable to navigate Farnborough Road Bridge with

their boat which was a good three or four inches higher than

Leo.  We spent a wonderful evening between Aldershot and

Fleet close to the Golf Club.

On Saturday it was doing its best to rain again and the plan

An account of Kathryn Dodington's first trip up the Basingstoke in her own boat, Leo II

Many people will have seen this boat at this year's Bridge Barn Rally and several photos of it appeared in the
last issue of the Newsletter, where I mistakenly refered to it as Aquarius, which also appears on the side of the
boat, but is the name of thecompany that fitted it out - and very nicely too!
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of navigation

Above: Leaky bottom gates on a couple of the Deepcut

locks made it very hard to get the water level up enough to

be able to open the top ones.

hatched for the day was go to Fleet – meet my friend Denise

(who lives in Fleet) and for Maggie and Roger to go and buy

cat food that was seemingly in very short supply in the

Cansdale house. I was to take Leo single-handed up to

Odiham for a refuel and then on to the limit of the navigation

just to say we had been there.  Roger joined me for the trip

back to Odiham and took over the tiller whilst I had what I

considered a well-earned shower.

We moored up outside the Water Witch in Odiham on a

filthy evening and climbed the fence (both gates were locked

in what should have been the height of summer) and had a

most enjoyable evening in the pub.  We discussed the day

and came to the conclusion that the canal was ostensibly

in good heart (from a boating point-of-view) but could benefit

from a good haircut – the banks really are very overgrown

and some of the trees look like they could be candidates for

a number one type treatment.

Sunday morning and it was a single-handled trip to Zebon

Copse Swing Bridge to join up with Roger and make our way

to the Canal Centre – a very pleasant trip with the sun trying

to make its presence felt.  We met up with a Galleon Marine

boat for lock 29 and decided to moor on the aqueduct above

the A331 for lunch! We went on to the Canal Centre where

we decided it would be a golden opportunity to pump out. I

was surprised at the £5.00 fee considering I had just paid

almost £300 for an annual licence and mooring. Could

Roger and I get the pump-out machine to work – not a

chance I am afraid – we did eventually after a number of

phone calls and after finding out it had more than two on/off

switches. I’ll know for next time.

We cheated on the evening meal and had a Sunday roast

at the Cansdale household and all three of us were back on

board that evening ready to be at Lock 28 for the final push

home on the Monday morning.

On the way to 28 we had to negotiate the fencing at Deepcut

bridge again and I wondered why I had bothered to make that

phone call on the Friday afternoon.

There were three rangers at 28 so we had a pleasant cup of

coffee with them whilst we waited for the lock chamber to fill.

We went down Deepcut with Zindaghi and no ranger in view

– the rangers were last seen on the bridge at 28.

At 15 the lock cottage looked very unloved and overgrown

but I shall say no more about that as it is ‘sub judice’ at the

moment.  What we did notice was the water was running

over the upper lock gates (and still was some three weeks

later) because the by-wash at 15 seems to be blocked.  No

wonder then that the Pirbright tunnel was awash after the

vandalism in Deepcut recently.

From Lock 15 it was a short run back to Leo's mooring at

Sheet's Heath Bridge.

So what is ‘our’ canal like from a boater’s perspective?
Well it is still a beautiful canal and a pleasure to boat on.  It

is so nearly ‘there’ in reality.  I’d like much more interaction

with the rangers if possible in the same way we did when I

brought Leo on to the canal – they made the trip so

enjoyable that day.  I would like to see some of the locks that

work but are a challenge – for example the slow filling and

obvious blockages – repaired and I am sure that can be done

with ‘help in kind’ from SHCS, and I’d like to see the canal

given a good vegetation trim – I know the timing is critical to

allow the wildlife to nest but again that is something that

SHCS can assist with.  Oh and one last thing – not only

does the canal need a haircut above the water but also

below it in certain places – the weed is very thick and I see

from Waterways World that a new weedcutter is being

produced in the Guildford area – perhaps we could test drive

it for them ?

In the words of most of my school reports, I think the

comment would be ‘Is a pleasant and friendly child and tries

hard but must do better if she is to succeed and prosper in

life’.
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I don't know whether it has anything to do with the disparaging

remarks I made about the Woking pound in my last editorial,

but the BCA are intending to have a bit of a clear up there.

In fact it will probably be the Society Work Party that does

some of the work using the dredger Belfast Girl. Amongst

other things, the decision has been made to remove the

reed bed that is half way across  the canal on the western

end of the town. The plants will be transplanted to the back

of the Hermitage flash behind the line of stakes that has

been put in.

This should help to make the canal look more like a

navigation again. However, it is surely time to have a hard

look at the bank side developments on the Woking pound,

and particularly the Brewery Road car park site.

The future of this area has been in doubt for years. First there

were to be shops and cafes and offices, then Surrey County

Council were going to build their new headquarters there. All

these schemes have come to nothing. We now have the

prestigious Lightbox development on the south side facing

a still scruffy car park on the north.

Some years ago, Woking Council sent out the plan above

as a "Planning objective and possible form of development".

The main feature of interest for the Society was the basin

that is shown on the car park site, with its Town Quay, pub

and shops.

Woking

Is it not time to resurrect this concept and give the canal a

chance to really become part of the life of this town?

The Society's Peter Coxhead and the late Vic Trott were

very instrumental in floating these ideas in the first place and

we need to raise their profile again before another boring

scheme for a block of offices or retirement flats descends

upon us.

A sceptic may reply that we need more boats to make it

attractive, but currently there is no reason for boats to stop

in Woking. The mooring is not particularly inviting or secure,

and it is quite a long walk to the nearest pub or restaurant

or shop.

Provide some attraction and the boats will appear. It might

even be worth trying to operate a small trip boat again.

Come on Woking - give it a go!
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Part of a presentation on Industrial and Commercial

Tokens of Surrey given to the Surrey Industrial History

Group by Brian Wood and John Theobald

Unofficial money,

tokens and checks

have featured in

Surrey’s developing

Industrial history for

at least five

centuries. Tokens,

as a genuine substitute for regal currency, were issued on

three different occasions in desperation within the county

over a period of 165 years, between 1650 and 1815.

As the Eighteenth Century drew to a close, the country was

in financial turmoil.  The onset of the Industrial Revolution at

home, with all its domestic implications, combined with the

hugely expensive wars in America, together with the

problems in near Europe, especially in France, meant that

low value Regal currency had become extremely scarce.

No significant amounts of copper or small silver coins had

been minted for nearly thirty years.

Two major Industrial undertakings were achieved in Surrey

during this period. The first was the construction and

opening in 1760 of the extension of the Wey Navigation to

Godalming.  The second was the construction and opening

of the Basingstoke Canal in 1793.

Water Transport

The Wey Navigation was opened in 1653. Of special interest

to us is the brass farthing token of John Smallpeece. He was

an eminent townsman from a well-known and respected

Guildford family, a grocer by trade.  The obverse of his token

does indeed conform to the possible Guildford Borough

request and depicts a castle and a woolsack. However, the

reverse has a rowbarge with four men rowing. This token

was issued when the Wey Navigation was in its infancy.

Continuing the waterways theme, a shilling token in copper

was issued for the Basingstoke Canal. Stanley Holland

commenting on the Basingstoke Canal Shilling says: “The

Basingstoke Canal was not one of our more successful

navigations but the token struck during its construction is

an interesting reminder of the canal company’s activities.

The token was struck in 1789, work on the canal having

started in the previous year, and was unusual because it

had the face value of one shilling (5 pence) whereas it was

coins of lower value that were generally most needed.  It was

also unusual in that it was made of copper, so departing

from the general principle that the value of metal in a token

should roughly equal its face value (though, in practice, its

intrinsic value was usually a little less, of course, because

the issuer naturally wanted to cover his costs and make

enough profit to justify his efforts.)

These unusual features have made people wonder whether

these tokens were ever intended for general use and it is

believed that some at least were issued to early shareholders

as souvenirs of the enterprise. Others are thought to have

been used to pay navvies engaged in the construction of the

canal, but it seems likely that most of the tokens were

quickly traded in for small change of a more useful kind at

inns and other establishments in the locality, so accounting

for the fact that few of these shilling tokens show much

wear.

On the obverse the token shows a Thames sailing barge

surrounded by the words BASINGSTOKE CANAL and the

date 1789, while on the reverse appears an artistic little

arrangement of the tools of the navvy’s trade – wheelbarrow,

spade and pickaxe.  These were the tools universally used

for earth moving at that time and it is interesting to find an

almost identical design (though in reverse) had appeared on

a token issued a couple of years earlier by the proprietor of

a marl pit in Norfolk.

The Basingstoke design has the words VALUE ONE

SHILLING below and JOHN PINKERTON above.  Pinkerton

was the contractor for the canal and the name of his family

is often encountered in connection with the canal construction

of that time, although not always favorably.”

Paul Vine in his excellent history of the Basingstoke Canal,

lists the token as having been produced in both silver and

copper and lists two dates – 1789 and 1790. With more

information having become available for researchers, it now

seems likely that the tokens were manufactured a few years

later, in 1794, or thereabouts. They were not intended for

circulation and probably just a few of the copper pieces were

silver-plated and some gilded. Paul Vine saw a ”silver” token

and the National Maritime Museum houses a gilded copper

piece in its collection (MEC 1744)*. Such silver plated and

gilded tokens could have been mementos for major

shareholders. Thomas Mynd undertook the order to supply

the tokens to Pinkerton. Thomas Mynd was Matthew

Boulton’s brother-in-law and he used one of the famous

WYON dynasty as the diesinker. Thomas struck only six

distinct issues of tokens, because his main profession was

as a toy maker.  The other five pieces were all produced in

or shortly after 1794.

Dieter Jebens has drawn our attention to the superb “leaf”

edge design of the Basingstoke Canal Shilling piece.  This

is a rare contemporary example of the diesinker’s art and is

all-too easily overlooked, when glancing at tokens in a

museum.

*A gold plated Pinkerton token sold on eBay last year for

several hundred pounds.

The Pinkerton Shilling
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Lookback
§ The launch of the Society’s trip boat is positive proof of

the widespread support that exists for making full use

of the restored canal. Despite this some have viewed it

with reservations, if not downright hostility. Obstacles

have included the need for planning permission (not

required), car parking facilities, increased traffic den-

sity, use of North Warnborough lift bridge, and even that

the canal is not wide enough to take the boat!. By the

intensity of the debates anyone would think we were

planning to launch an invasion fleet rather than a

harmless pleasure boat. Needless to say, the Society

had considered these issues at the outset and they

were easily overcome for the benefit of the community.

§ The Society’s new trip boat was launched at Colt Hill,

Odiham on the 15th.July.The boat now has to be fitted

out and we are appealing for materials to complete the

project. We require ballast, plywood, seating, bilge

pumps, lifebelts, ropes etc. It is hoped to complete the

fitting out by the end of the year for trips to start in Spring

1978. More volunteers are required to help the work

which has just commenced.

§ Over 50 volunteers, who helped to restore Lock 25,

celebrated the completion of their work with a barbecue

on the site at the end of June. Led by Peter Jones, the

volunteers put in a total of 2,000 hours of work valued

at around £4000. The project involved clearing tons of

mud and dense vegetation from the lock chamber. The

crumbling lock walls were then partially demolished

and re-built under the skilled supervision of Mike Kerry,

a local building contractor, using materials supplied by

Surrey County Council. Both top and bottom sills had

to be excavated and re-constructed together with the

hollow posts. A by-pass weir was also built at the same

time.

§ Frank Jones, co-ordinator of the Job Creation

Programme, and his team downed tools on Friday 22

July, and took up pints of bitter to celebrate the

completion of Lock 26, one of three being restored with

a £35,000 grant from the Manpower Services

Commission to provide training for local tradesmen and

unemployed school leavers, half of whom have since

found work with local building firms.

From Society Newsletters No.75 August 1977 and No.76 October 1977

 Above: The John Pinkerton is launched with Lt Cdr Roger Caesley RN supervising from the cabin roof.
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 David Millett,         Vice-President
§ Narrow gauge railway track is being laid at Deepcut for

moving supplies to the locks, with a section of the

railway already being in operation. Volunteers are

required for tracklaying and for loco driving on Saturdays

and Sundays.

§ The Society initiated a ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’

scheme. A donation of £5 will buy a tree, a stake and

a tree tie from Messrs Waterers of Bagshot who have

kindly offered the Society a special rate to purchase the

trees. As an added incentive, any individual, firm or

group sending in £10 will received a commemorative

print of a tree painted by Graham Rust.

Above: David's daughter Alison (left) helping to plant a tree.

§ The sponsored walk on 3 July was a big sucess. Just

over 100 people turned out in glorious weather to raise

over £1000 towards our restoration funds. The route was

from St.John’s, Woking to Byfleet, then across the

Wey Navigation and on to Send. Among those taking

part were Alistair Stone (SCC Chief Executive), Bill

Britton,(County Valuer and Estates Officer) and

Raymond Stedman (Countryside Officer).

§ An additional grant of £18,000 has been announced by

the Manpower Services Commission to the Society

under the Job Creation Scheme. The original six-month

project will be extended to the end of the year to provide

jobs for 26 unemployed people - including 18 school

leavers -.Most of the unemployed people and school

leavers will come from the Camberley area.

§ Hundreds of volunteers will be descending on the

Basingstoke Canal in October for the ‘Deepcut Dig’, a

national event organised by the Waterways Recovery

Group, the Society and Surrey County Council. This

should be the largest working party so far to be seen on

the Basingstoke Canal, with, including our own

volunteers, around 600 people expected. The aim is to

clear out and restore the Deepcut Locks 15 to 23

between Brookwood Bridge and Pirbright Camp. The

organisation for this working party is immense and

more volunteers are required to help, if only to make the

tea.

Above: Deepcut Dig volunteers at work on Lock 16. 600

people from 60 canal restoration groups all over the

country turned up for a weekend in October 1977. The

mayor of Woking described it as "a wonderful effort and

simply astonishing."

§ Thanks to the Pilgrim Trust for a grant of £2,000 which

will be used to help restore Frimley Top Lock No.28.This

magnificent contribution was the result of hard work by

Richard Allnutt, our Society member who is also our

Honorary Solicitor. This involved a great deal of letter

writing, interviews and presentations as he has also

secured some other grants.

§ Ten days of effort last month (September) has given the

residents of Fleet an idea of what the canal is going to

look like in the future. 440 yards of canal, west of

Reading Road Bridge, has been cleared by Hymac as

part of Stan Googe’s ‘Sell the Silt’ campaign. In total

4,400 tons of silt were removed from the canal and

taken away by lorry of which 3,000 tons were sold to

local residents for their gardens. To a large extent the

operation was self financing but many local firms also

made donations to help with the cost including Waitrose

Ltd, Lloyds Bank and John Hillyer.
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SHCS notes
Membership
A number of members who joined the Society at the Brookwood Rally last year have not renewed the subscriptions. This

is disappointing and we would like to know why. If any of them would be kind enough to take the time to contact us, we

would be very grateful. If we need to improve things for members, we need to know their expectations.

I had a good response to my request in the last issue for members to let me have their e-mail addresses as an aid to rapid

communication. However, if any other members would like to be able to receive messages from the Society this way

(including, if requested, a colour version of the Newsletter), please drop me an e-mail. Contact me at

roger.cansdale@ntlworld.com.


